
Summer Term - Y6 Spring Term – Y6 Autumn Term - Y6 Vocabulary – Y6 

Listen and Appraise: Create your own 
music inspired by your identity and 
women in the music industry (Sum1) 
Classical (Sum 2)
Unit Themes: The history of music, 
look back and consolidate your 
learning, learn some of the language of 
music 

Listen and Appraise: Classical or Urban 
(Spr1) 
Gospel 70s Ballad/Pop (Spr2)

Unit Themes: Benjamin Britten’s music 
and cover versions.
The music of Carole King

Listen and Appraise: Pop/Neo Soul (Aut1) 
Bacharach and Blues (Aut 2)
Unit Themes: Being happy! 
Jazz, improvisation and composition 

style indicators, melody, compose, 
improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, 
dynamics, timbre, texture, structure, 
dimensions of 
music, neo soul, producer, groove, 
Motown, hook, 
riff, solo

Autumn Term – Y4/5b Spring Term – Y4/5a Summer Term – Y4/5b Vocabulary –Y4/5b

Listen and Appraise: Rock (Aut1) 
Bossa Nova and Spring (Aut 2)

Unit Themes: Rock Anthems.
Jazz and Improvisation

Listen and Appraise: Pop Ballads 
(Aut1) 
Old-school Hip-Hop (Aut 2)

Unit Themes: Pop Ballads.
Old School Hip-Hop

Listen and Appraise: Motown 
(Aut1) 
Classical (Aut 2)

Unit Themes: Motown.                                 
The history of music, look back 
and consolidate your learning, 
learn some of the language of 
music 

Old-school Hip Hop, Rap, riff, 
synthesizer, deck, backing loops, 
Funk, scratching, unison, melody, 
compose, improvise, cover, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre, texture, 
structure

Summer Term – Y4/5a Spring Term – Y4/5a Autumn Term – Y4/5a Vocabulary – Y4/5a

Listen and Appraise: The 
Beatles/Pop (Sum1) 
Classical (Sum 2)

Unit Themes: The Beatles, equality 
and civil rights. The history of music, 
look back and consolidate your 
learning, learn some of the language 
of music

Listen and Appraise: Grime (Spr1) 
Gospel (Spr 2)

Unit Themes: Writing lyrics linked to 
a theme.
Soul/Gospel music and helping one 

another

Listen and Appraise: Pop (Aut1) 
Exploring and developing playing 

skills using the glockenspiel (Aut 2)
Unit Themes:  ABBA’s music. 
Exploring and developing playing 
skills using the glockenspiel

Musical style, rapping, lyrics, 
choreography, digital/electronic 
sounds, turntables, synthesisers, 
drums, unison, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture 
structure, compose, improvise, 
hook, riff, melody, solo

Summer Term – Y2 Spring Term – Y2 Autumn Term – Y2 Vocabulary – Y2

Listen and Appraise: Pop (Sum 1)  
Classical (Sum 2)
Unit Themes:  A song about being 
friends. The history of music, look back 
and consolidate your learning, learn 
some of the language of music

Listen and Appraise: Rock (Spr 1) 
Reggae (Spr 2)
Unit Themes: Playing together in a 
band.  Reggae and animals

Listen and Appraise: Afropop, South 
African (Aut 1) 
A song with rapping and improvising for 
Christmas (Aut2) 
Unit Themes: South African music Festivals 
and Christmas

Keyboard, drums, bass, 
electric guitar, rock, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, improvise, 
compose, perform, audience, 
melody, dynamics, tempo

Autumn Term– Y3 Spring Term– Y3 Summer Term– Y3 Vocab – Y3

Listen and Appraise: RnB (Aut1) 
N/A (Aut 2)

Unit Themes:  RnB and other styles 
Exploring & developing playing skills

Listen and Appraise: Reggae (Spr 1) 
A pop song that tells a story (Spr 2)

Unit Themes:  RnB and other styles 
Exploring & developing playing skills

Listen and Appraise: Disco (Sum 1) 
Classical (Sum 2)

Unit Themes: Disco, friendship, hope 
and unity The history of music, look 
back and consolidate your learning, 
learn some of the language of music

Introduction, verse, chorus, 
bass, drums, electric guitar, 
keyboard, organ, backing 
vocals, pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, texture 
structure, compose, 
improvise, hook, riff, melody, 
reggae

Autumn Term – Y1 Spring Term – Y1 Summer Term – Y1 Vocabulary – Y1

Listen and Appraise: Old-School Hip Hop (Aut1) 
Reggae (Aut 2)
Unit Themes: 
How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together
Pulse, Rhythm, pitch, dancing, clapping and 
singing

Listen and Appraise: Blues, Baroque, 
Latin, Bhangra, Folk, Funk (Spr 1)
Bossa Nova (Spr 2)
Unit Themes:
How to be in the groove with different 
styles of music. 
Pulse, rhythm and pitch in different 
styles of music. 

Listen and Appraise: Pop (Sum 1)
Classical (Sum 2)
Unit Themes: Using your 
imagination. The history of music, 
look back and consolidate your 
learning, learn some of the 
language of music. 

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, 
improvise, compose, melody, 
bass guitar, drums, decks, 
perform, singers, keyboard,, 
percussion, trumpets, 
saxophones, groove

Summer Term - YR Spring Term - YR Autumn Term - YR Vocabulary – YR 

Listen and Appraise: Big Bear Funk and 
nursery rhymes
Topic- Based Focus : Transition unit 
(Sum 1) 
Consolidate learning and contextualise

the history of music (Sum 2)

Listen and Appraise: Nursery Rhymes
Topic- Based Focus : Family, friends, 
people, music from around the world 
(Spr 1)  Animals, jungle, minibeasts, 
night and day, sand and water, 
seaside, seasons, weather, sea, space 
(Spr 2)

Listen and Appraise: Nursery Rhymes
Topic- Based Focus : Growing, homes, 
colour, toys, how I look (Aut 1)
Imagination, Christmas, festivals, 
fairies, pirates, treasure, superheroes, 
let's pretend, once upon a time (Aut 2)

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, high 
sounds, low sounds, 
tempo, perform, rap, 
unison, Funk. 

M

YEAR

R

YEAR

1

YEAR

2

YEAR

3

YEAR

4/5
A

YEAR

4/5
B

YEAR

6

MUSIC: “Where words fail, music speaks” Hans Christian Andersen

Rhythm in the 
Hey You!            way we walk

Banana Rap       

In the Groove                 Round and Round

Reflect,
Your                        rewind  and         
Imagination replay

Our World                   Everyone
Reflect, rewind         
and replay                 Big Bear Funk

Ho Ho Ho Hands,
Feet, Heart

Zootime I Wanna Play in a Band

Let your                     Glockenspiel
Spirit Fly                           Stage 1

Three Little  Birds                   The Dragon Song 

Reflect,  Rewind         
Bringing                     and Replay

Us Together

Lean On Me                                 Stop!

Reflect, Rewind         
and Replay                       Blackbird           

Livin’ On A               Classroom
Prayer                      Jazz 1

Dancing
In the 
Street

Classroom              
Jazz 2                      Happy

You’ve Got A                     A New Year Carol 
Friend

Reflect, Rewind                    Music And Me       
and Replay

Reflect, Rewind         
and Replay              Friendship Song

Make you                         The Fresh Prince
Feel My Love                     Of Bel-Air

My Stories            Me!

Glockenspiel
Stage 2                 Mamma

Mia

Reflect, 
Rewind         
and Replay

“Music is a magic like no other, which can do 
incredible, unexplainable things” Tom Fletcher

Progression through each 
unit of work reinforces 

the interrelated 
dimensions of music.

With each new song 
the foundations of 
pulse, then rhythm 
and then pitch are 
explored in all year 
groups. Then new 

dimensions are 
taught as the 

children move up 
through school on 

their musical journey.

Valuing Cultural 
Diversity and Heritage in 

Music 
The music curriculum 

represents a balance of 
cultures, identities and 

ethnicities.

These include:

Year 2
The Click Song by    

Miriam Makeba.
was an award winning She 

was South African singer and 
civil rights activist. In the 

1960s she was the first artist 
from Africa to popularise

African music in America and 
around the world. She 

actively campaigned against 
the South African system of 

apartheid.

Year 4
The Beatles helped to 
reshape Western Pop 

music in the 1960s
Paul McCartney wrote this 
song, Blackbird about civil 

rights for African 
Americans, in support of 

the Black Power 
Movement.

Year 6
The music of Carole King  
and her importance as a 
female composer in the 
world of popular music. 

Year 3 
Three Little Birds

Bob Marley is the most 
famous performer of 
roots reggae music,  

and has helped spread 
both Jamaican music 

and the Rastafari 
movement to a 

worldwide audience.


