
 
 
 
 
9th December 2016 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
At such a happy festive time of the year it saddens me to have to send a letter alerting you to the risks 
surrounding child sexual exploitation.   There have been reports around Nottinghamshire, including the 
Newark area of children being groomed via Social Media/Internet Apps. 
 
In the run up to Christmas we are all too aware that some children may receive laptops, tablets, games 
consoles or mobile phones.  At this busy time of year it is easy to lose track of all the Apps/Social Media 
sites that are easily accessed by children.  However, please be aware that there are adults out there that 
do not lose track of these Apps/Social Media sites; those who will use them to target children. 
 
Nottinghamshire Police have asked us to pass on the details below to assist parents in protecting their 
children. 
 

What you can do:  

 

Set parental settings: They are designed to control what a child can view, not what they can send so you 

need to know the difference between these and….  

 

Privacy settings:  These will restrict who can see what your child is posting. What a child posts can be used 

by potential groomers to gather information on an intended victim so that they can pretend to have 

common interests DI Pete Quinn said: “You need to know what your children are doing online. Don’t 

worry about intruding – that’s exactly what you should be doing. “The most important thing to do is to 

talk to your kids about online relationships. Make sure you are creating a supportive home environment 

so that if anything suspicious or untoward happens, they will come to you. “Most children we come across 

are mortified about their parents discovering that they have entered into a sexualised dialogue and they 

are frightened about what their reaction might be. “If your child tells you something like this, try to stay 

calm, not judge them but reassure them.”  

 

For more information on how to stay safe online visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk  

 

Attached is a list of some Apps which can be used as a platform to access children; please be aware that 

new Apps are constantly developed which children and then potential perpetrators access.  It is also 

worth noting that the minimum age is not necessarily a bar to children if they enter their incorrect age. 

 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


As a school it is imperative that we keep our children safe and we know that as parents you would 

welcome our support.  We hope that this information is used in a helpful way to enable us to work in 

partnership to protect our children. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Claire Kent 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Ask.fm is a global social networking site where users create profiles and can send 
each other questions, with the option of doing so anonymously and was founded 
in Lativa. 

 

 
Badoo is a dating focused social networking service operating in 180 countries. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
Grindr is a geosocial networking application geared towards gay, bisexual, and bi-
curious men. The app makes use of the device's geolocation, which allows users to 
locate other men within close proximity. 

 
GuySpy is the fastest growing online social network for men who like men. 

 
 
Hot or Not was a rating site that allowed users to rate the attractiveness of photos 
submitted voluntarily by others. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geosocial_networking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bisexuality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bi-curious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bi-curious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geolocation


 

 
 

 
LinkedIn is a business-oriented social networking service and it is mainly used for 
professional networking. LinkedIn reports more than 364 million acquired users in 
more than 200 countries and territories. 
 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_networking_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_network
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_virtual_communities_with_more_than_100_million_active_users


 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 


